Christians Seeking Identity

Lesson # 10

Commitment
Part 1:   We are valuable!

Commitment-Dictionary: loyalty: devotion or dedication, e.g. to a cause, person, or relationship 

Lack of commitment is a universal problem among Christians.  With the passing of time, it seems to be getting worse.  The cry of church leaders is that people just don’t care!  It is not that people don’t care and don’t love God.  The problem is that they do not have a revelation of how committed God is to them.  It is hard to totally commit yourself to someone that you don’t really know.   
Daniel 11:32 People who know their God will be strong and DO.  We have tried to get to know God by doing.  We have tried to get others to get to know God by doing.   We believe that we and others have problems because somehow we have not been committed enough to God.  But, the opposite is true.  We have problems being strong and doing things for God because we do not have a correct knowledge concerning God’s commitment and love towards us.  
GOD IS COMMITTED TO US

Psalms 8:1-6

Psalms 8:3-4 When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained, who is man?
David is looking for answers to these questions.   Look at man compared to the universe.   Why is he important to you God?  Why do you have him in mind?  Why do you care for him?  Why do you put up with him?

We need an understanding of how God views us.  Our religious beliefs have far removed us from our true identity.
Psalms 8:5 For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels and crowned him with glory and honor.
Definition:

Angels H430 Elohiym: Plural of H433; gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically used  of the supreme God; Of the supreme God, angels, God 
The word here for angels is the same word in the Hebrew for God.  In the original language it says, “For you have made him for a (time) a little lower than God.” (The time between Adam’s fall and Jesus’ resurrection from the dead) You have crowned him with glory (dignity) and honor (worth). 
Psalms 8:6 Thou made him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: 

We need to see the value that God sees in man!  Not just believers, but mankind in general.  In the beginning God created everything to bring forth after its kind.  Then He said, “Let us make man in our image to bring forth after our kind.”  God created man to fill the earth with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord. Habakkuk 2:14

He created us to be one with Him.  John 17:22-24

God is committed to us because He is committed to Himself.  He is committed to His seed going forth and reproducing like kind.  We are sons of the living God destined to rule and reign in our father’s footsteps.  When we begin to see ourselves the way that God sees us, it will change the way we think about God.  

Religion has stolen from us our dignity and our worth!  Christianity is supposed to be all about what God has done for us, and we have turned it into what we can do for God.  

Most Christians have never realized the commitment that God has to mankind. 
John 14:7, 9 Jesus came to show us who God is.  He was a perfect representation of His Father.  He said, “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father.”
Jesus came to show us who we are.  
WE ARE THE TREASURE!

Matthew 13:44 the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

Jesus is saying, “This is the way the my Father operates His kingdom.”  My Father is like a man who buys a field in order to obtain the treasure in it.  The treasure is not the Kingdom of God, the treasure is you.  Jesus is using this parable to explain to us how valuable we are to God.

Definition:
Treasure-dictionary: any possession that is highly valued or favored by its owner, art work which is highly prized for its beauty or perfection.   
God sold all that He had to buy the treasure.   
John 3:16 
WE ARE A PEARL OF GREAT PRICE!

Matthew 13:45-46 Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:   Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.  

Definition:

Bought G59: From G58; properly to go to market, that is  to purchase; specifically to redeem: - buy, redeem.

We are the purchased possession of God because he valued us.  It is not referring to what we do for God.  We do not sell all that we have.  We receive what He has done for us.  Romans 5:17
LET ME TELL YOU WHY I EAT WITH SINNERS!

Luke 5:27-30 And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he said unto him, Follow me.  Jesus went to eat with Levi in his house.

Luke 5:30 But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners? 

In Luke chapter 15 the Pharisees again ask why Jesus would eat with sinners.  Jesus answers their question by telling three parables.
Luke 15:1-7  The Lost Sheep  
Why do sheep get lost?  Sheep are dumb-the nature of sheep is to get lost.  It is not intentional.  They just wander off.
Luke 15;8-10 Woman with 2 Coins

A coin gets lost through circumstance.  
Luke 15:11-24 Parable of 2 Sons

The prodigal son got lost through his own choice.  He was rebellious
and wanted to do his own thing.  
Jesus’ answer to the religious people was “You are asking me why I am spending time with these people.  I don’t care why they are the way they are-because of their nature, because of the circumstances that have come their way, or just because they are rebellious-If they will receive me-I will hold a celebration!”

Jesus doesn’t care why you are the way you are-he loves you and wants to help you!
Luke 15:8-10 -Could it be that the coin that was lost was in a place of darkness? Could it be that the coin was in a place that caused it to become dirty? Could it be that the coin could have gotten damaged?

A coin never loses its value!  We are the coins-lost, dirty and damaged by circumstances.  

Why does a coin never lose its value?  What makes a coin valuable? 

The image of Caesar was inscribed on the coins that the woman lost. That is what gave them value.  Man is valuable because he is stamped with the image of God.    
John 3:16-For God so loved the word (mankind) that He gave up His only begotten son.  God is talking about man in general.  Not just Christians.  He views all men the same way.  Genesis 9:11-12; 

 1 John 2:2
Note:  Lesson compiled by Arthur Meintjus, South Africa
Part 2 We are Covered!

You became mine!
Ezekiel 16:8 I spread my skirt over thee and covered thy 

nakedness.  I sware unto thee and entered into a 

covenant , and thou became mine.  Psalms 91:1

Definition:


Nakedness 6172: blemish, shame, uncleanness, disgrace

The covenant is everlasting!
Deu 4:31 For the LORD thy God is a merciful God; he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he sware unto them. 

Ezekiel 16:9 Then washed I thee with water; yea, I thoroughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil.   
Definition:

Water 4325:  water; figuratively juice; by euphemism  semen: 

Euphemism – dictionary: representation of good qualities; 
Thoroughly washed away 7857: conquered

Blood 1818: guiltiness, that which causes death

Anointed you with oil 5480 and 8081: -smeared you with 
anointing, (the Holy Spirit)

God washed away our weak qualities with His good qualities.  He conquered that which causes death in us by smearing us with Himself.  He is our righteousness.  He is our covering.
 Ezekiel 16:10-12 I decked thee with ornaments and put a crown upon thy head.

Ezekial 16:13 Thou prospered into a kingdom. 

Ezekial 16:14 And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord GOD.


Definition:


Comeliness 1926: magnificence, that is, ornament or 
splendor: - beauty, comeliness, excellency, glorious, glory, 
goodly, honour, majesty. 
We were created in His image and covered with His image.  God perfected us with Himself!   God gave us His magnificence, His glory, His goodness, and His honor to rule His kingdom with.

Ezekial 16:13-14 I decked you with fine clothing-that which a king or queen wears

Isaiah 61:10 covered with a robe of righteousness

 Unfaithful!
Ezekial 16:15 But thou didst trust in thine own beauty and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his it was. 

Ezekial 16-15-54 Unfaithful as a harlot

Nevertheless!
Ezekial 16:60-62 Nevertheless I will remember my covenant 
with you  in the days of thy youth, and I will establish 

unto thee an everlasting covenant. 

Ezekial 16:61 Then thou shalt remember thy ways, and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy younger: and I will give them unto thee for daughters, but not by thy covenant. 

Ezekial 16:62 And I will establish my covenant with 

thee; and thou shalt know that I am   the  Lord.
Ezekial 16:63  That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because of thy  shame, when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord GOD.   
Hebrews 10:14,17 God’s covenant does not depend on our faithfulness.  He made a covenant of everlasting faithfulness to us based on the faithfulness of Jesus.

  Hosea 2:14-20 God allures us (speak words of love)  in the land of our wilderness and brings us to a place that we see Him as Ishi or husband rather than Baal or taskmaster.  He brings us to a place of safety and joy through His righteousness.
Isaiah 32:17-18 The work of righteousness shall be peace and 

calm assurance forever.

Covered By God
God provided a covering for Adam and Eve.  They were covered with His image.
Deuteronomy 8:4, 29:5  God provided a covering for the Israelites when they left Egypt.  Their clothing never wore out and their shoes never became too small.

He has provided a covering for us.  We are covered with His robe of righteousness.
Matthew 22:2-13 Parable of the Wedding Feast
Matthew 22:11 One man did not have on a wedding garment

Man can not provide his own covering or righteousness.  God covers him with His own righteousness.  Don’t take off your robe of righteousness.  It will never wear out.  You will never out grow it.
Isaiah 61:10 He hath clothed me with the garments of 

salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of 

righteousness. 

1 Corinthians 13 God’s love for us will never fail. He is committed to our success.  We may fail.  We may shun His covering.  We may forget about Him, but He will not forget us.  He will not slack off!

Definition


Fails 2673: becomes inefficient, slacks off

Philippians 1:6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:     
Part 3 Committed to His Commitment

Daniel 11:32-33 but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.  And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: 

Mat 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come 

after me, let him deny  himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

Religion says:-if you want to be one with Jesus-this is going to cost you! There is a price to pay if you are going to be a follower of Jesus.

What price can we pay that Jesus didn’t pay?

Definition:
Deny-533- From G575 and G720; to deny utterly, that is, disown, abstain: - deny.  720 to contradict, that is, disavow, reject, abnegate: - deny, refuse.

Take up 142 from 5375H accept, receive, lift up, wear,

Cross 4716 figuratively exposure to death, that is, self denial; by implication the atonement of Christ: -  From the base of G2476(instrumentally, a relation of rest) 

Jesus is saying “If you want to follow me, you have to give up any confidence you have in yourself.  You are going to have to totally commit yourself to me.

Definition:

Commit-Dictionary: To give in trust; to put into the hands or power of another; to entrust; with to.

Mat 16:25-26 For whosoever will save  his life shall 

Lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 

Definition:

Save 4982 Sozo: deliver, protect, rescue, heal, preserve, make whole

Lose-622-destroy fully, die, mar, perish, lose (become separated from)

For my sake 1752: On account of

If you try to be your own savior, you will fail and it will separate you from me.  If you put your care in my hands, you will find your life.
Rom 3:20-21 by the deeds of the law there shall 

No flesh be justified in his sight: 
Mat 16:27 HE shall reward every thing  according to his  works.

We will be rewarded according to the works of Jesus.  

Luke 14:25-35-You must hate your family and count the cost and deny your self effort-

Luk 14:26  If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 

Luk 14:27  And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 

Definition:

Hate 3404 Vines:  preference for one thing over another, by way of expressing either aversion from, or disregard for, the claims of one person or thing relatively to those of another, as to the impossibility of serving two masters;  of disregard for one's life relatively to the claims of Christ; negatively, of one's flesh,

Bear 941:  receive, take up, lift

Cross 4716:  figuratively exposure to death, that is, self denial; by implication the atonement of Christ: -  From the base of G2476: instrumentally, a relation of rest 

You have to receive what Christ has provided by the way of the cross.  You can have no confidence in your self efforts, nor can you count on  the assistance of your family.  You must totally depend on me.  You cannot be my disciple unless you let me serve you!  John 13:8;  Matthew 20:28; Jeremiah 10:23 
Luke 14:28-30 Count the cost.  You will not be able to finish what has been started if you are not totally dependent on the provision of Jesus.
Luke 14:31-33 The cross is your only provision.  Give up the confidence you have in everything else.  He is the only one that can provide your salvation.   Galatians 3:2-3;  Galatians 5:1-5
Hebrews 12:1-2 Jesus  is the author and finisher of our faith.

1Ch 29:12  Both riches  and honor  come of 

thee, and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give 

strength  unto all. 

God is committed to our success!  
Hebrews 13:5-6 I will never leave you nor forsake you

